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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, December 21, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Frank J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York and 

via video conference. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

     Trustee Peter Grunthal 

     Trustee Karen Schleimer 

Trustee David Squirrell 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

Absent:   Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to 

rise for the pledge of allegiance.  She stated that it was her hope that across 

our community we all have the strength and fortitude to hold on for just a 

little bit longer; to maintain our composure as we try and keep our distance; 

maintain proper hand hygiene and all those things that we know we need to 

keep ourselves, our families, and our community safe.   

 

 

Regular Meeting Agenda 

 

 

1) Communications: None. 

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: None. 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 

 

a. Audit Presentation by Drescher & Malecki, LLP 

Village Manager Brancati introduced Carl Widmer, Partner at Drescher & Malecki, 

LLP, the Village’s external independent auditor, who presented the following regarding 

the audit for the Village fiscal year ending May 31, 2020: 
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b. Water Report 

Mr. Brancati began by saying that water production for the month of November 

was approximately 27 million gallons for a daily average of nearly 900,000 gallons per 

day.  That is down from the October average of nearly 960,000 gallons per day and the 

September average of more than 1.2 million gallons.  The Leonard Park Wells were on 

throughout the month of November and approximately 126,000 of the 900,000 gallons 

per day that were produced came from the Leonard Park Wells.  Byram Lake was at 87% 

capacity at the beginning of the month and ended at 88% of capacity which 

demonstrates that the lake is being filled.  

 

c. Village Tax Reminder 

Mr. Brancati reminded residents that the second half of Village taxes are due 

without penalty by December 31st.  For Village taxes only, this is the last collection for 

using the lockbox at P.O. Box 5088 White Plains, New York 10602.  Due to continued 

health concerns, we strongly encourage all taxpayers to mail tax payments directly to 

the lockbox.  For your further convenience, you now have the ability to pay both your 

Village and School taxes online (by e-check only, its $ 1.50 for this service).  Online 

payments were up and running as of December 10th.  We are asking all taxpayers to 
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refrain from making cash payments.  For any questions or concerns, please call (914) 

864-0034 or e-mail taxreceiver@mountkiscony.gov 

 

d. Village Offices Closed 

Mr. Brancati noted that Village Offices will be closed on Friday, December 25th for 

Christmas with Friday’s garbage being collected Monday, December 28th.  He continued 

to state that Village Offices will also be closed on Friday, January 1st for New Year’s Day 

with Friday’s garbage being collected on Monday, January 4th.   

 

 

 

e. Passport Parking Announcement 

Mr. Brancati announced that Mount Kisco will be using a new system for parking; 

Passport, and gave the following presentation: 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:taxreceiver@mountkiscony.gov
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He went on to say that all of the information for the system will be available on our 

website, www.mountkiscony.gov.  As a reminder, parking enforcement in all municipal 

lots will resume on January 4, 2021.  

 

Mr. Brancati concluded by wishing everyone a safe, healthy, and joyous holiday 

season.  

 

5) Board Reports: 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus began by wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and belated 

Happy Hanukah.  His heart goes out to anyone who is facing personal challenges with 

COVID or other family members who are struggling with the disease.  Deputy Mayor 

Markus also commended the Mayor and Village Manager for keeping the residents up to 

date with information through their weekly calls and website management.   

 

Trustee Grunthal began by saying that he had no report other than to say that the 

Economic Development Council has met again and are continuing to work on the 

addition to the website to help brand the Village.  He also wished the best of health to 

those in the Village who have caught COVID, and he is very happy to see Trustee 

Squirrell back with the Board.  He also wished everyone a happy holidays and a better 

2021.  

 

Trustee Schleimer began by congratulating the Village on the Passport Parking app 

which she has used in White Plains, it is easy to use, and a great addition.  She also 

wanted to clarify if you can extend parking for the time period.  Mayor Picinich replied 

that the app will not allow for any extension of time that exceeds the allotted time 

restriction that exists in that zone.  Trustee Schleimer also asked on the 2nd half Village 

tax bill; it has to be postmarked by December 31st, not received on December 31st, 

correct?   Mr. Brancati replied that was correct.  Trustee Schleimer went on to say that 

today is the winter solstice which marks the longest night and shortest day of the year.  

Today the tide turns again and the light will slowly begin to flow back in.  Anything that 

gives us a little more light is welcomed in this very dark year.  Trustee Schleimer also 

mentioned that a few of the Board members ventured out to see the “Star of 

Bethlehem,” but was not able to see it.  Trustee Schleimer went on to say that Dorot is a 

company that delivers services to our seniors without cost.  They will do daily/weekly 

check-ins by phone, they will match you with people with a similar interest in attempting 

to help people not feel so isolated.  They also have people who will read with you or to 

you, play games over the phone, and it is a great resource for anyone who is feeling 

isolated, especially during COVID.  Trustee Schleimer continued by saying that she 

received a scam notice from Westchester County Legislator Kitley Covill in regards to the 

new vaccine.  Scammers will sound professional over the phone, but should not be given 

any personal information.  Vaccines will be rolled out in Westchester County with a 

specific plan; please speak to your healthcare providers for access to the vaccine.   

Trustee Schleimer concluded by wishing everyone a very happy holidays, and offering 

thoughts, support, and hope for those who are ill, recovering, or suffering; this has been 

a very long ten (10) months for everyone.  

 

Trustee Squirrell began by giving kudos to the Mount Kisco Highway Department 

for their snow response during the storm; not just clearing the streets, but also doing 

their garbage collections.   Trustee Squirrell reminded residents to look at the Village 

website when there are weather events as it gets updated with information that is 

important to know.  Trustee Squirrell wanted to thank Trustee Grunthal for wishing him 

well and wanted to explain his absence from the last meeting.  Shortly before 

Thanksgiving he tested positive for COVID and had a rough time for a couple of weeks.  

He is now 100% and thanks to all those who reached out to him.  He considers himself 
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pretty healthy and found that he had a difficult time; if it can happen to him it can 

happen to anyone.  Trustee Squirrell asked residents to please be careful and diligent.  

We are almost at the end of this now that there is a vaccine.  Trustee Squirrell concluded 

to say that it is easy to say that today is the shortest day of the year, but the reality is 

that every day after today until June becomes longer.  Here comes the sun!  Happy 

Holidays and Happy New Year.   

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that there are a little bit more than eight thousand 

COVID cases throughout Westchester County; for perspective that is twice as many as 

there were a month ago; 353 hospitalized which is double from a month ago.  The seven 

day rolling average positivity rate is 5.9%, but the hospitalization rate is .03%.  That 

means that there is capacity, but does not mean that we should not stay diligent.  The 

County has a new dashboard to hold all of this information and we will add a quick link 

on our website for all this updated information concerning COVID.  Currently, there are 

about 168 active cases in the Village.  Mayor Picinich asked everyone to please 

remember that 70% of the spread is currently happening in people’s homes when they 

have guests.   So as you celebrate during this holiday period, please limit indoor activity 

and celebration to just those who reside in your home.  Mayor Picinich also wanted to 

point out that Northern Westchester Hospital shared that they are no longer requiring a 

prescription for COVID testing, you only need to make an appointment.  Mayor Picinich 

went on to say that the Governor has released a five (5) phase roll out plan for the 

vaccine.  As a Village, we will share all of this information as we have it available.  She 

also wanted to thank the Westchester County Police Department for Operation Blue 

Santa in the Village.  Santa and his elves delivered gifts to the Housing Authority, 

Pinecrest Manor, and the Boys & Girls Club; thank you for your generosity.  Mayor 

Picinich also noted that Feeding Westchester, in conjunction with Neighbors Link, will 

have their food distribution tomorrow as it was rescheduled from last week.  She also 

wanted to thank the DPW team who literally worked around the clock to remove the 

snow.  Mayor Picinich continued saying that snow removal is a process and wanted 

residents to know that they are still moving snow; eleven (11) inches is a lot of snow to 

move and we will continue to work on creating greater access at walkways throughout 

the Village.  Mayor Picinich wanted to recognize Mel Berger who received a special 

recognition at this year’s Westchester County Senior Citizen Hall of Fame.  For those of 

you who don’t know Mel, he is a long time Mount Kisco resident and volunteer; he was 

formally a pharmacist, and over multiple decades he has dedicated extraordinary time 

and care to programs that combat addiction and help people.  He has been in our courts 

ensuring that people get the assistance they need rather than being sent to jail; he has 

also been a leader in the emergency shelter partnership finding solutions for those who 

are most in need of help.  The County recognized him and the Village sent over a special 

certificate of recognition, but she wanted to take a moment to express the Village’s 

extraordinary appreciation for his dedication to this Village.   Mayor Picinich also wanted 

to point out that there was an executive order that was signed today that allows local 

governments to automatically renew Star benefits for 2021 so that residents do not have 

to come in to enroll.    

 

6) Old Business: 

 

7) New Business: 

 

a. Schedule Public Hearing and Special Meeting for Monday December 28, 

2020 at 7:00 p.m. to consider deferment of 2nd half Village taxes due 

December 31, 2020 to property owners that demonstrate previously 

established hardship criteria due to the COVID-19 pandemic 

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that Trustee Schleimer had requested the Board 

to take a look at extending the deadline for the Village tax payment which should be 

post marked by December 31, 2020 for those who experienced financial hardships due 

to COVID.  She went on to say that in the spring the Governor issued an executive order 

to extend the deadline to those who showed hardship for County taxes and also enabled 

us to do that for Village taxes.   The Village Attorney and Village Manager did some 

research and they determined that the Board has the local authority to this without an 

executive order only for Village taxes if we hold a public hearing.   

 

Trustee Schleimer made note that this would include any water re-levy that has 

been included in the Village tax bill and wanted to ask if there were any issues with cost 

or delay in payments if this is adopted.  Mr. Brancati replied that it would not as it is still 

within the fiscal year.  Trustee Grunthal also made note that there is a substantial 

amount of money unreserved that can be used if necessary.   Deputy Mayor Markus also 

wanted to make mention that this is for Village taxes and we do not have the authority 

to decide on school taxes.  Trustee Schleimer also wanted to thank the Mayor for 

following up on this and is grateful that we are in a position where we can have this 

discussion and offer this help to our taxpayers.  

 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Squirrell to 

hold a public hearing on Monday, December 28, 2020 to consider deferment of 2nd half 
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Village taxes to those who can demonstrate hardship due to COVID until February 28, 

2021; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

  Trustee Karen Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

b. Schedule Public Hearing for Monday January 4, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. to 

consider Local Law #2021-01 – a local law to amend the Code of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco; Chapter 110, Zoning; Article III, District 

Regulations; Section 110-27.1, Personal Wireless Service Facilities 

Overlay District 

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that this public hearing would be to make an 

amendment to the regulations dealing with the personal wireless service facilities overlay 

district.   Currently, we have a wireless overlay zone where we prefer wireless 

infrastructure to be placed and there are rules and regulations that need to be followed 

when those structures are in a wireless facilities zone.  We may also receive applications 

to be outside of that zone where there are regulations to follow in that zone as well.  The 

intent and purpose of the code is for those applications outside of the wireless zone to 

follow all of the criteria including the requirements inside and outside the zone.  The 

whole purpose of this amendment and text change is to ensure that there is no 

confusion with the code and that anyone who is making an application for wireless 

infrastructure outside the wireless overlay zone would need to follow all of the guidelines 

and criteria.  

 

Mr. Singleton began by saying that the purpose of our zoning is to encourage cell 

providers to go to a location where we deem that to be appropriate; that would be within 

the wireless overlay district.  The only circumstance where someone would be allowed to 

go outside the wireless overlay district are situations where they cannot provide service 

within the district therefore they should be subject to an additional set of criteria to 

prove to the Village that they have made a diligent effort to locate within the district 

where we want them before they are allowed to go outside.    

 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to hold a public hearing on Monday, January 4, 2020 to consider Local Law 2021-01, 

Zoning Amendment; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

  Trustee Karen Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

c. Resolution to enter Executive Session for the purposes of collective 

negotiations pursuant to article fourteen of the civil service 

 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal to 

enter into executive session at the end of this meeting to discuss a collective negotiation 

pursuant to article fourteen of the civil service law; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

  Trustee Karen Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library and Capital Project 

Funds. 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal 

to pay the bills as submitted on December 17, 2020 for the months of November and 

December 2020 as follows:  

 

General Fund     $   99,013.17 

Water Fund     $   26,297.95 

Sewer Fund     $   15,906.85 

Library Fund     $   19,270.08 

Capital Fund     $   30,614.84 

Trust Fund     $   12,663.39 
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     TOTAL   $ 203,766.88 

 

Trustee Schleimer questioned the following bills; Felipe Galindo, our videographer 

she also requested a copy of the invoice; Michael Minella, DPW worker being 

reimbursed for his CDL license, which Mr. Brancati stated is provided for in the 

Teamsters contract with the Village; New York Power Authority (NYPA), our monthly 

electric bill for the entire Village, which Mr. Brancati stated has been significantly 

reduced due to our LED streetlight conversion project and which we continue to work to 

reduce through conversion to LED lighting in our various Village facilities as we 

undertake renovations to those buildings; legal services provided by our Village 

Attorney pertaining to Gotham/Kirby, which if we proceed with the project will be 

reimbursed up to $150,000; StupidEars, videographer for the Economic Development 

Council (EDC) video for marketing of the Village which is within their budget for the 

fiscal year.  

 

 All in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

  Trustee Karen Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

9) Minutes: 

   

a. Annual Village Meeting – December 7, 2020 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and was seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal to approve the minutes for the Annual Village Meeting of December 7, 2020 as 

submitted; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

  Trustee Karen Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Abstain 

 

b. Annual Town Meeting – December 7, 2020 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal 

to approve the minutes for the Annual Town meeting of December 7, 2020 as submitted; 

all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

  Trustee Karen Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Abstain 

 

c. Regular Meeting – December 7, 2020 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal 

to approve the minutes for the regular meeting of December 7, 2020 as amended; all 

in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

  Trustee Karen Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Abstain 

 

10) Non-Local Business – None. 

 

11) Public Comment: Call in# 914-420-0383 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307 

Zoom ID# 539 179 1307 

  

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed 

the meeting at 8:42 pm.  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307
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_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 


